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fact that Miss Parnell was absent and that an American woman
had taken the chair saved the Ladies' League from proscription.
In London, George learned from Kegan Paul of the London
publishing house of Kegan Paul, Trench & Co. of the astonish-
ing success of Progress and Poverty. Selling an American work
on economics had seemed impossible at first and the firm had
difficulty in disposing of the first twenty copies of the five
hundred which D. Appleton had sent to England. Then it began
to sell, and an English edition was being prepared with expec-
tations of a quick return. George wrote to Francis G. Shaw, "I
find I have made a reputation quite out of proportion to the
sale of the book. This, when I can utilize it, will be our
power."11
In January, the family was together in London where "we
are staying with Miss Helen Taylor/* George wrote Shaw. Miss
Taylor was the stepdaughter of John Stuart Mill. She impressed
George as "not a Malthusian, not a materialist, but rather a
mystic.*'12 After the death of her mother she had become Mill's
constant companion and confidante. It was the habit of the
man and the girl to take long walks—sometimes for twenty
miles.
This intimate contact of the young, groping mind with the
mature intellect of the great economist was an extraordinary
education for the girl. When the Georges became acquainted
with Helen Taylor during the Irish struggle she was outwardly
a typical English woman of the Victorian era—domestic, soft-
voiced, gentle in manner, and wearing, when in the house, a
white lace cap on her smooth, brown hair. She had thrown
herself deeply into the Irish cause. Upon reading Progress and
Poverty she had become a fervent disciple of George, saying
that John Stuart Mill, had he lived, would have embraced not
only the cause of Ireland but also George's teaching. As hostess
to the Georges, she was most reluctant to let them go. She was
able to talk politics and economics with the eldest or to teach
the youngest * to make, from the tinfoil wrappings of choco-
lates, tiny spoons with which to shovel sugar in the big silver
bowl.
After several weeks with Helen Taylor, the Georges visited
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Myers Hyndman at their home in Port-
land Pkce, London. Later they were guests of Thomas Briggs
* "The youngest," was, of course, the author.—Editor

